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MUST BOOKS 


In our opinion, there are none that classify under this heading this time. Perhaps 

we are starting the New Year with too high a standard, but the fact remains that if 

we were buying from this issue's crop of books, we'd go slow and count on none. To 

be sure, a new Kathleen Norris, for some types of shops, is a sure money maker. A 

new Archie Binns will arouse interest in all who liked Lightship. The new H. G. 

Wells is an eccentric trick book, novelette length. There is one dark horse that has 

a chance, Thieves Like Us by Edward Anderson (Stokes). For the rest, there's nothing 
to write home about, unless it be the Edgar Lee Masters' Whitman (Scribner). Mote 

also; Beloved Friend (von Meck - Simon & Schuster); Seam Znds by Errol Flynn (Longmans), 
and Rosalie Morton's 4 Woman Surgeon (Stokes). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


January 18 
Marie, Queen of Roumania MASKS Dutton 
& Can't even follow the London Times with its "Pretty good ~- for a queen" - 


For we don't think it is any good at all. A thin tale, which lacks any element of 
drama up to the end, padded with tiresome detail attempting to create an illusion 

of charm, color and a saccharine effect of goodness and innocence. Redundant dia- 
logue destroys what slim glimpses of originality the idea might have. The story of 

a foundling brought up in seclusion, who loses her romantic untutored heart to a 
death mask ideal, and runs away to find its reality. She throws herselt at the youth 
she thinks is the one, only to find him the cruel twin of the dead object of her 





fancy. The Near East, Constantinople and environs form the background. $2.50 
January 20 
Dobson, Ruth L. STRAW IN THE WIND Dodd, Mead 
. Interesting from angle of being a regional novel using a background that 


is largely unfamiliar. The Pennsylvania Dutch of Helen Martin's stories are the ob- 
vious comparison, and in this connection Straw In The Wind seems a bit machine-made 
and lacking in the vital human spark. But the Amish communities are scarcely touched 
upon, and this gives a definite Americana interest to the book. The central char- 
acter is a tyrant who rules by fear, not only his cowed family, but the neighbors 
and the congregation, of which he is leader. He withers the very souls of those he 
comes in contact with - and eventually is destroyed by his own son's rebellion. Check 
sales on Eleanor Blake's Seedtime and Harvest (Putnam) and Sun On Their Shoulders by 
Elizabeth Eastman (Morrow) - both comparable in quality and market appeal, and ald 
three, I fear, limited in sales value. The fact that this novel won the Avery Hop- 
weed and Jule Hopwood Prize for 1936 may give it a certain impetus. [t certainly 
mp eserves recognition, as above average. $2.00 
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Hauck, Louise Platt WITHOUT CHARM, PLEASE! Penn 





Lovely Lynne is forced to be the strong member of a family whose women 
make up for the futile charm of their males. She bolsters a weakling brother and 
hides her love from the strong man in her life. A cut above the usual sweetness 
and light, and good rental library material. $2.00 












January 25 





Engstrand, Stuart David THE INVADERS “ Knopf 





* Here's a novel of the soil which has two claims to distinction that are 

rare in books of its genre. First, the primary interest lies not in the round of 
seasons, etc., but in the vitality of the conflict and mental anguish between the 
man and woman trying to work out their marriage ~- and failing. And second, on the 
economic and social aspects of the story, which is set at the period of the agri- 
cultural strikes in the prairie states. Into a rural community come "the invaders” - 
a city girl as wife, labor agitators and union organizers as part of the canning 
























company's "human machinery" - and the apple cart is upset, never to reach its old 
equilibrium again. There is a certain "punch" and vigor in the writing that makes 
this more than a promising first novel. $2.50 


Late January 


@ Hueston, Ethel A ROOF OVER THEIR HEADS /-~ 4-37  Bobbs, Merrill 
\ 


La 


Belongs to the Josephine Johnson thesis school of writing, and utterly 
different from her historical fiction (Star Of The West), With the wave of inter- 
est in such books as Jf I Have Four Apples, this has a chance of appealing to the 
Same market, though the subject is less personal in treatment. The theme is the 
upsidedownness of the present day social ladder, those once at the top now on re- 
relief, those at the bottom, holding the purse strings. The setting is a small 
town in thé Middle West - and the central characters a family, formerly social 
leaders of the community, who have all come back on the old home for "a roof over 
their heads" and who find they have to go on relief themselves to eke out the re- 
lief obtained by an old servant of the family. The effect on each of the younger 
members of the family, gradual moral disintegration - as against the sturdy fineness 
of the mother, is the crux of the story. And it takes a death and a fire to bring 
them to their senses. Pros and cons of relief discussed throughout. $2.00 


ae” 


Derleth, August W. STILL IS THE SUMMER NIGHT Scribner 


An old man reviews his past, as he doses away. A slender frame for a 
story bigger in its’ implications than in its actual development. A brother loves 
his brother's wife. She is so wrapped up in worry over her husband's derelictions 
that she is blind, for a time, until on the rebound she turns to him. In his turn, 
the husband wearies of his wanderings, and is brought up sharp by the suspicion 
that his wife has become cold and his brother may be the reason. They quarrel, the 
husband is drowned - an accident - and with death between as an everlasting separa-— 
tion, the lovers are united in marriage. So well done that one wishes the story 
itself were a better and more original one. $2.50$2 
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February 1 


Brinig, Myron THE SISTERS Farrar & Rinehart 


Not a bit in the accustomed Myron Brinig vein. In fact, it's a dull tale 
of dull people - and that has not been his failing hitherto. The story of three 
daughters of a small Montana town druggist, and of their marriages. The story has 
been told and retold by countless novelists, and does not justify repetition. The 
early nineteen hundreds in California and New York - and hackneyed detail. Pass up. 

$2.75 


Whitcomb, Catharine THE GROWN-UPS 2/6 Random: House 


I'il Hourn You Later was one of those tantalizing stories that was so well 
written that one kept hunting for a good reason why it had been written. Now comes 
her second novel —- and still she has not learned how to tell a story. Once again you 
find the qualities of the first, - sharply defined personalities, the impact of humans 
one on another, and a certain morbid concentration on unpleasant people. A study of 
adolescence, exposed to a succession of incredibly impossible people - and leading 
nowhere. Disappointing that she does not learn some basic principles of telling a 
story, since she writes so-called novels. (Note shift from Houghton, Mifflin) $2.50 


February 4 
Braden, Louise DAY OF ESCAPE Farrar & Rinehart 


A sadist who betrays incipient madness in his consistent torturing of the 
little sister he pretends to cherish. Psychological study of the interrelation of 
four people,the man with his cloak of devotion covering cruelty, the wife who stays 
by to protect her young foster sister-in-law, the girl herself, caught in the web, 
and the old family retainer, deus ex machina. One senses the same sort of atmosphere 
that Walpole creates in his latest book. Not convincing, and somewhat obscure in its 


outcome. For those interested in morbid psychology. $2.50 
February 5 oe. 
Agnon, Se Jd. THE BRIDAL CANOPY \ Doubleday, Doran 


The story of a Jewish scholar who was very poor — too poor to give his 
daughters dowries ~ and who spent all his time in study. His Rabbi insisted that 
he travel forth to seek his fortune, and a bridegroom for his eldest daughter. Dur- 
ing five months he collected the sum, then settled down to spend it, forgetting his 
mission, until it was recalled by an offer which he accepted. The money was gone - 
he felt God would provide - and He did! Ali turned out well....Overlong and padded 
with Jewish folk lore, which would appeal to a very limited market. ~ $3.00 


February 15 
Seaver, Edwin BETWEEN THE HAMMER AND THE ANVIL Messner 


Grand Hotel method used on a cheap apartment house, with a resulting rugged 
and convincing picture of depression 1932. The focus is primarily on the moral trag- 
edy rather than the physical needs. There is a moving story of child delinquency, 
leading from theft to rape to murder. The professor forced to resign for his liber 
ality - the floorwalker fired after 17 years -— the married couple evicted. One 
senses the inner frustration, though the force of the whole is lessened by too ar- 
dent waving of the red banner. But for that - a crude yet sensitive presentation 
of a generation facing futility. | $2.50 
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La Picre,Richard SON OF HAN V Harper 


China before the invasion of the foreign devils, and the story of succes-— 
Sive generations of a Chinese family, in which the preoccupation and ambition was to 
produce one scholar of the first order. As the story ends, the man who has —- like 
his forefathers - failed, sees in his infant son the hope of the next generation. 
Story of youth training to one end - of China of the classical tradition. Except for 
increased interest in Chinese matters, one would expect a limited sale and circum-— 
scribed interest. $2.50 [| 


———_ hy OM 
, \ ’ J } 
Maxwell, William 71/3 2 THH CAME LIKE SWALLOWS » es \° Harper 


In contrast to his first novel, the eccenirM and artificial Bright Center 
of Heaven, this is a quiet and moving story of a middie western family, with two very 
genuine small children. Little external action - the story is more poignant through 
its complete naturalness and skillful portraiture. Light and sensitive touch, a deft 
use of contrast to bring out the tragedy in the situation of little people. Slight 
but worthwhile. $2.50 


Far jeon, Eleanor HUMMING BIRD » Stokes 


A difficult blend of fantasy, fact and romance. A story within 4a story 
Within a story. Symbolism that is obscure in its handling and yet important to a 
true understanding of this grown-up fuiry tale of Watteau fans, of blindfolded maid- 
ens and youths hiding in the shrubbery, of a humming bird that tells a story, of re- 
incarnation of the magic and the maiden of Watteau's sad career. There is a certain 


"preciosity"” that makes this difficult to place for market. $2.50 


February 19 
Greig, Maysie DREAMS GET YOU NOWHERE Doubleday, Doran 


This book doesn't either. Prudence is well named — sweet, chaste, ideal- 
istic - and yet she smirches her good name to save her cousin. The theme is pure 
Maysie Greig. Interpret that according to your clientele. $2.00 


Norris, Kathleen BREAD INTO ROSES Doubleday, Doran 


Susannah knows poverty, jilting, then follows a tinsel-covered world on 
a gay merry-go-round until she finds she has lost her husband's love, puts down new 
roots in the salubrious climate of New England countryside, prepares to marry again - 
only to find her divorce not legal and her heart torn twixt old love and new —- until 
death cuts the Gordian knot. Delves deep (not too too deep) into problems of love, 
which women who nourish themselves on this type of book should eat up. $2.00 


rss GPE EY bor | 


Binns, Archie THE LAURELS ARE CUT DOWN Reyn&l & Hitchtock 


Primarily a man's book — particularly a man interested in little known 
aspects of the World War. The story of two devoted brothers, of their childhood 
in pioneer Northwest, of their love for the same girl and greater love of their in-~ 
dependence and each other, of their enlistment and their term of service in the 
Siberian campaign. An objective presentation of the little known and less under 
stood share our forces played in the "neutrality" position in the civil wars. The 
picture presented is a negative one - less sympathetic to Reds than Whites. Return 
of the war hero — and recognition of the fact that the homeland wants their version 
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of what happened, rather than actual facts. But even with misunderstanding and bonds 
the pull of the homeland is stronger than all else. In the final analysis it is a 
challenging book. In the reading, it takes intense concentration to clear the under- 
growth and get at the pattern. Lacks transitions - lacks integration. Here's an- 
other case of the crying need of more blue pencil, more drastic editing. $2.50 


February 23 
Wells, H. G. THE CROQUET PLAYER Viking 


The Wells name will help sell it - and minus the Wells name, it might get 
a hand as anaroit and well sustained horror story of the creeping terror of the 
primitive forces in mankind. Taken as a story, it goes down better than when viewed 
as a moral lesson. The "frame" now and again confuses what he is trying to do, but 


the whole is so brief ~ scarcely more than a "long-short" -— that one speeds through 
to the finale, which is something in the way of an anti-climax. Probably intention- 
ally so. $1.25 
10 
February 24 
Sutherland, Joan ‘SHINING RIVER Coward, McCann 


Straight rental library fodder. Rather large canvas + many characters - 
intricacy of interlocking coincidences. Story of a woman who believes she has lost 
her lover and her child, only to find both after she is happily married to a conser- 
vative Englishman. Nice people, pleasant settings - an appealing sort of life. 


Should be liked by Rosman and Boileau market. $2.00 

Goodyear, R. G. THE MYRTLE TREE Morrow 
Swift impressions alternating from character to character as story of two 

boys and a girl is told. They had chanced to meet as children - their intervening 


years are traced —- they meet again. An abortive love affair between the elder boy 
and the girl, his return to his wife. The frustration of the younger boy who fails 
in his relations with the scrubwoman's daughter and the homosexual. It doesn't 
quite come off - occasionaly errs on side of sentimentality, again on side of ultra- 
modernity - final effect flimsy, two dimensional. $2.00 


February 25 
Dell, Ethel M. HONEYBALL FARM Putnam 


This is a queer one for Ethel M. Dell. She's gone realistic and sadistic 
on her readers. A girl, fresh from convent life, is thrust into a morbid sink of 
life with a drunken brute of a father and an old hag, in a fishing village that 
must have been conceived by Emily Bronte. The father is murdered. A prince in dis- 
guise comes to the rescue, and she fears for a time that the force of his personality 
will simply echo the repressions she longs to escape. Minor side plots. The whole 


loosely woven and badly constructed. She is losing her backstairs touch. $2.00 
Anderson, Edward THIEVES LIKE US Stokes 
* A story of three jailbirds and their loyalty to each other which results 


in conflict in the mind of the youngest whose love for Keechie almost weans him away 
from the "gang". The contrast between the criminals as they really are and what the 
newspapers play them up to be; the inarticulate presenting of their characters in 
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the lingo of their calling; their mankunts and "little wars"; the "holes" to which 
the outlaws make their ways; their money and where it goes - a picture of modern 
banditry in the modern manner. An interesting job — interestingly handled - for,per- 
haps, the audience of The Postman Always Rings Twice. Watch it! $2.50 


a 
Late Rebrawey= 7? Marc +6 - 
Aldis, Dorothy TIME AT HER HEELS Houghton, Mifflin 


The whole picture of one day in a wife and mother's life has a guiltily 
familiar tempo, as she rushes from one interlocking and overlapping engagement to 
another, at beck and call of every person connected with her. Not a novel — really - 
but an intensely human and real picture of an everyday character caught in the chain 
of circumstances that rob her of the right to "stop, look and listen". Women will 
like it, recognizing themselves and their neighbors. Men won't. $2.00 


Ballou, Jenny SPANISH PRELUDE 3-IG- 3'7 Houghton, Mifflin 


It is an imaginary person, this woman journalist who turns inside out cer- 
tain typical scenes of the Spain immediately before the overthrow of the dictatorship. 
But one senses an autobiographical note. It is difficult to see this book, however, 
as fiction, for its purpose seems to be to catch photographically, the Spanish scene, 
the Spanish character, the very forces that made then and now for revolution — in- 
flammable, unstable, emotional, with little or no power of concentration of thought 
or effort. Comedy satire — travel — human adventure -—taken from fictional angle, 
thinly spun. And from factual angle, inadequate. But psychologically, an important 
addition to the Spanish background books. Personally, I'd rather sell as non-fiction. 


2 :XkG- 3 $2.75 
Burnham, David WINTER IN THE SUN - Seribner 


He's learned a good deal since Wedding Song - but he still has a good deal 
to learn. Frankly, I find I am lazy about overtaxing my guessing powers on a story 
that in the last analysis, isn't deep enough to need an oblique approach, an obscure 
handling. This lacks form —- but it has more form than Wedding Song. At the end, 
one has the story of two people, a man anda girl, who meet under rather trying 
circumstances, struggle against falling in love, and succumb. In the process, one 
gets acquainted with their fellow dude ranchers and convalescents at a ranch near 
Tucson — and absorbs the rather unnatural stmosphere of planned-casual entertainment 
and a "winter in the sun". $2.5022~ 


RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR INCLUSION IN AN EARLIER ISSUE 
Announcing for January 4 


Gilpatric, Guy THE GLENCANNON OMNIBUS Doda, Meed 


Qld Glencannon has rounded up quite a following, as a sort of Dooley of the 
1930's. This omnibus comprises 28 tales, three full length books, — Scotch and 


Water, Half Seas Cver, Three Sheets in the World. Homespun philosophy and salty 
humor. $2.50 


Fekete, Ladislaus Bus LADIES IN LOVE Dutton 


A three angled story of three girls who share an apartment, and of their 
respective adventures and misadventures in love. They are - two of them - light 
©'loves, they think, but they both get caught with the real disease, and are licked. 
The third - a pallid soul - catches the contagion of their despair, and wins - if not 


love — security and peace. Froth and superficial - but good rental library drip. 
$2.00 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


January 9 
Taylor, Phoebe Atwood FIGURE AWAY Norton 
* Asey Mayo (did we claim him as one of our favorite sleuths before?) pre- 


vents terror from ruining a Cape Cod town "homecoming" celebration, but has plenty 
of excitement, trouble and a family tragedy, in running down a murder given to sabot- 


age. Plus entertainment value. $2.00 
January 20 
Roche, Arthur Somers & Ethel CALLINGHAM'S GIRL Dodd, Mead 
Pettit, 


Broadway and its night life make the background for the search for a mur- 
derer and a popular band leader finds himself thoroughly involved on all angles, - 


police, gang and personal. Rapid fire entertainment. $2.00 
February 8 
Mason, Gregory & Carroll, Richard MEXICAN GALLOP Lee Furman 


Close to Western market -— a Mexican border story, chiefly to be recommended 
for the authors' sly pokes of fun at the hows and whys of Mexican revolutions. A 
nondescript takes Mexican holiday and straightway plunges into romance with a Mexican 
girl, into trouble with bandits, into escape into the hills with the lady of his 


choice only to become bored and sell her back to the bandit chief. $2.00 
Frost, Frederick SPY MEETS SPY Macrae Smith 
* Anthony Hamilton is again embroiled in an international intrigue endeavour- 


ing to prevent the secret alliance of Japan with three lesser European nations. A- 
bundance of suspense, thrills, and clever machinations with a dash of romance into 
the bargain. ; $2.00 


February 17 
Footner, Hulbert THE DARK SHIPS Harper 


A Federal Narcotic Squad man plays both ends against the middle in pro- 
tecting his girl in a murder investigation in Maryland. Guessable - but readable. 


$2.00 
February 18 
Ford, Leslie ILL MET BY MOONLIGHT Farrar & Rinehart 
* Passion, jealousy, thwarted love,.all play a part in dragging red herrings 


across the trail in the process of solving the murder (is it murder?) of a foreign 
trouble maker who happens to be married to a favorite native son of a New ee 


town. Sleuth - an army officer and his staff member. First rate. $2. 
0 


February 19 


Bonnamy, Francis DEATH ON A DUDE RANCH Doubleday, Doran 


Elaborate formula - three closely allied crimes, with motives that almost 
convict half the members of a dude ranch guests and outfit. Every cluse followed to 
its lair - and the creation of the perfect crime proved the ultimate motive. $2.00 
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February 19 


Heyer, Georgette THE UNFINISHED CLUE Doubleday, Doran 


The ungracious host of an English houseparty pleases everyone by getting 
murdered — but in so doing, provides extended unpleasantness for relatives and guests 
present. Not a fair solution - but entertaining reading. $2.00 


February 2@- lob 
Perry, James D. MURDER WALKS THE CORRIDORS Macmillan 


Three murders in a hospital with a young doctor trying to prevent the pol- 
ice from arresting him as the criminal. Rapid action - good characters -— even if 
the solution annoys. $2.00 


Announcing for February 24 


Lowndes, Mrs. Marie Belloc THE CHINK IN THE ARMOUR Longmans, Green 


Reprint - on signed petitions from Alexander Woollcott, Ernest Hemingway 
and Edmund Pearson. $2.00 


Homes, Geoffrey THE MAN WHO DIDN'T EXIST Morrow 


Good action, characters and dialogue, in the mystery a famous detective 
story writer's death arouses. Solved by reporter Zobin, with the help of his wife. 
California setting. $2.00 


February 25 
Weston, Garnett DEAD MEN ARE DANGEROUS Stokes 


Well written but inconsequential in plot. An old man has revenge on his 
daughters and enemies and involves an innocent family, who are retrieved from sus- 
picion of murder by an upright tramp. So-so. $2.00 


4 
Govan, Christine Noble MURDER ON THE MOUNTAIN 3-2 3 ‘i Y Houghton, Mifflin 


Good atmosphere and excellent build-up of crime with suspicion legitimate- 
ly shifting from person to person. Unravelling somewhat fortuitious and action too 
Static. Case of double murder - and sadistic background. The setting is Chattanooga 
and environs, $2.00 


SW tre 


Storme, Peter THE THING IN THE BROO Simon & Schuster 


Engrossing and amusing and definitely original. Two similar murders ~— one 
of a much hated armer, the second of the town drunk. The detecting is done by a 
young married couple and their aspiring—to-—be-a-detective friend. The whole town 
hated the murdered farmer, so the suspects were multiple. Sprightly dialogue. 
$2.00 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Von Fiction 


January-ti- 
Woller, Johan ZEST FOR LIFE 2-/- 8) Knopf 


The sub-title, secollections of a FPhilosophic Traveller, gives the key 
to the book, which is a series of impressions of foreign lands and the reminiscences 
they might evoke. Not a travel book in the accepted sense, though the author covers 
a wide field - travelling from Brussels, Paris, Nice and Venice down to Cairo, Port 
Said, Java and so forth. One gets - save in the instance of Java — virtually no 
sense of place or time. Gently - and dully -— philosophical, passing comment on what- 
ever is suggested to the writer's mind, a statue, a pretty girl, wu belief. The title 
seems a misnomer — better a "Sentimental appreciation of life". Quietude borders on 
tepidity. $2.50 


l- @- 37) 
Crawiord, R. P. THINK FOR YOURSELF Whittlesey 


(Reprinted from October 1st bulletin ~ page 431. Postponed from 11/9) 


"Self-help book, not too superficial for someone seriously concerned in 
selt~analysis and wishing to form better habits of thinking. Teaches one to analyse 
the processes of thought, to distinguish between imitative and creative thinking, 
and offers suggestions that may be applied as exercises for improving thought pro- 
cesses." $2.50 


Kern, Corinne Johnson I WAS A PROBATIONER Dutton 


This is the story of a seventeen year old girl who entered training in a 
San Francisco hospital in 1899. Actually, there was no such thing as training. The 
girls were put on duty, immediately expected to take care of the sick, and worked 
long hours and given inadequate food. They either learned how to take care of sick 
people and picked up anatomy as they went along, or the patients died. The story is 
interesting, in the sense that gossip is interesting. The hardships and ignorance 
and mismanagement are the main things. One capable nurse, a senior, is dismissed 
for stealing drugs - a doctor takes a fancy to this probationer - but it is not a 
Story. The comparison of old methods and hospitalization with the new, would inter- 
est people concerned with them. But it is second rate. $2.50 


January 14 
Frost, Frances ROAD TO AMERICA Farrar & Rinehart 


The daughter of the famous poet carries on the tradition with a collection 
of uneven merit. First - a narrative poem about America, dealing with its discovery 
and development. Purely visual rather than interpretative or philosophical, giving 
impressions of landscapes, towns and their people, mediocre in effect. Then follow 
a group of sonnets and briefer poems, more subjective and more deftly handled. For 
the most part nature or love lyrics, revealing a certain sensitivity simply conveyec. 
Not particularly distinguished. $2.0C 


Jordanoff, Assen YOUR WINGS Funk & Wagnalls 


Highly specialized. A practical and technical book by an expert ace and 
inventor designed for anyone interested in actual mechanics of flying. Method is 
pictorial - 425 line drawings scientifically accurate are part and parcel of the text 
Course of instruction for would-be aviator, which covers activity not only in the air, 
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but parts of plane, functions and care, ranging from first flight to advanced aero- 
nautics. Not a book for the boy market, the model builder, but for actual pilots 
seeking grounding in principles and mechanics, a widening field. $2450 


January 18 
Masters, Edgar Lee THE GOLDEN FLEECE OF CALIFORNIA Farrar & Rinehart 


. A narrative poem, dealing with five men and a girl, bride of one of them, 
who is drowned early in the trip - and the gold rush. Frankly, if Masters’, name 
were not attached, the poem would get little attention. It is crudely imitative, 
a biend of the classical style with the Sandburg style, and not up to Masters' stand- 


ards. Illustrated from original wood engravings by Randolph Wardall Johnston. 
$2.00 


January ?°2 
Lambert, R. S. ed. GRAND TOUR Dutton 


Somewhat limited in appeal, but, of its kind, a nice sort of job, and a 
good gift book for someone making the "grand tour". A group of writers have covered 
successive legs of the journey - London, Paris, Switzerland, Italy, up to Germany - 
and have used as springboards for their here and now commentary, source material of 
travellers from 1750-1850. Illustrated with old prints. : $2.50 


January 27 
Forbes, Rosita WOMEN CALLED WILD Dutton 


A woman adventurer's stories of the types of women she has met the world 
over — Abyssinia, China, Russia, Kurdestan, Dutch Guiana, the Amazon, Haiti, Turkey, 
Thibet, leper colonies, women in harems, and so on. All sorts of women in all walks 
of life, entertainingly told with plenty of local color. Seabrook - Lowell Thomas 
market. A bad title. Illustrated. $3.00 


January 28 


Bolitho, Hector MARIE TEMPEST Lippincott 


(From October 1st bulletin. Postponed to 1/28) 

"This for anyone interested in a passing generation of players and play- 
wrights. The biography of a dynamic comedienne who made a tangible contribution 
to the theatre of the late 19th century. Self-centered, wilful, always uncomprom- 
isingly loyal and generous, she is one the magnetic personalities of the English 
stage. This is definitely the story of her life in theatre, anecdotally told; of 
her friends, among whom we find Duse, Bernhardt, Mark Twain, Barrie, Gilbert and 
Sullivan, Kipling, Frohman, Arnold Bennett, Somerset Maugham, Noel Coward, and many 
others, cutting a wide swathe through London's dramatic and literary worlds. Her 
personal life is lightly etched in. She married three times before she found her 
ideal, she crossed many continents, she lived fully and vividly. Light, somewhat 
fictionized biography, well told but almost too informal, so that the impression is 
of a series of memoirs rather than a studied piece of work. Kipling said of her, 


'When one thinks of the best in English comedy, one thinks of Marie Tempest. '" 
$3.50 














Ferguson, Charles W. 


tions, fraternal organizations, religious organizations, etc. 
inception, development, purpose. 


brotherhoods. 
expect. A book, 
for 


January 1, 
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January 29 


FIFTY MILLION BROTHERS 


o oak 


Farrar & Rinehart 


4 Panorama of American Lodges and Clubs 


They are all there - secret societies, fraternities, patriotic organiza- 


the most part, want to own. 


Colloguially ana informally told, 


for mail promotionand the long haul. 


Lowell, 


on local programs, details of radio acting 


Maurice 


Early February 


LISTEN IN: 4n American uwanual of Radio 


The stories of their 
All inclusive - even down to the latest "shirt" 

and more entertaining than one would 
libraries will have to have and the organizations themselves wiil, 

A book not for immediate over-the-counter sale, but 


$3.00 


Dodge 


Defines radio terms, responsibilities and functions of those connected 
with program presentations, working suggestions for amateurs interested in putting 


and production, the listener given the 


working of radio presentation, sustaining and commercial hours, organization of 


Station, network and chain, etc. 
as those curious about what goes on. 


Belfrage, Cedric 


flashes of the Farson flavor. 
Australia, the South Seas, 
refrain of 
anecdotal material, 


hunting voyage —- romance on the side. 


Timely. 


AWAY FROM IT ALL 


eG Fa 


Simon & Schu 


For those interested in practical aspects as well 


$1.50 





Belongs to the Halliburton-Fleming debunking school, with occasional 


"esc 


Travel in the Near East, 
etc. 
apology" becomes a bit monotonous. 


it definite young intellectual appeal. 


von Meck, Barbara & 
Bowen, 


(Repeated from October ist bulletin. 


Cathe 


"The 


in history. A 


Own neuroticism and perversions, 
him emotionally, 
performance for the artist who was driven to ask for more and more money. 


February 1 


BELOVED FRIEND 
rine Drinker 


romance of Tchaikowsky and Nadejda von Meck, 


great musician, driven 


and never met him. 


the Malayan peninsula, 

Bits of humor - tongue in cheek - the insistent 
Full of human interest bits, 
fantastic side adventure with a mad woman who plans a pearl 
Philosophy of youth and disillusionment give 


$2.50 


Random House 


Book-of-—Month for February. ) 
on the strangest romances 
almost into insanity over obsessions with his 
and a rich widow, who supported him, depended on 


A romance conducted on paper, a humiliating 
Scene 


shifts from Russia to Switzerland to Italy to France to Austria - and the story is 

told through the interchange of letters, the connecting linke supplied by Madame von 
Meck's niece, 
is gefinitely a book for the musical audience rather than those interested in con- 
ventional biography." Prepublication price 32.75 


Bradley, Alice 


April- 
of general plan. 


Mrs. Bowen is the author of the delightful Friends and Fiddlers. 


Announcing for February @ Lb 
THE ALICE BRADLEY MENU-COOK~BOOK 


May-June sections. Third volume. 
Final volume still to come. 





Post 


$3.00 


Macmillan 


See July - page 278 for report. 


$1. 50 


This 





wh 


ough” 
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February F a 


Dalton, John &E. SUGAR: A Case Study of Government and Business Macmillan 










Not as specialized as the title would indicate, for - though sugar is the 
specific subject under discussion, the purpose of the book is to analyse successive 
Steps in government control and how it operates and whither it tends - as a ther- 
mometer for general tendencies. In the process the sugar question is covered com~ 
pletely - the historical, economic, social and political implications. A challeng- 






























ing book for business. $3.00 
February 3 

Flynn, Errol BEAM ENDS Longmans, Green 

* A travel-adenture story, the tale of three young fellows attempting a trip 


between Sydney, Australia, and New Guinea in a bog planned for harbor cruising, A 
Britisher, an Irishman and a husky of uncertain race - the Irishman is the story- 
teller, and he succeeds in making the smallest incident interesting. They won the 
boat on a deal put through with a drunk, and forced him to stand and deliver. They 
took five months for half the trip they planned to make in two. And wherever they 
went, for whatever reason, whether women or savages or steady drinking or poker or 
Sailing, the incidents are worth reading for entertainment. Storm, hunger, friend- 
Ship, and a wreck — the trip held all and more. Death of the Britisher put an end 
to the glamour. For men and older (seasoned) boys, for it's a bit raw in spots. 


But it's entirely too entertaining to limit to men orly. Grand reading. $2.00 
6 | 
February 5 
Lloyd George, David WAR MEMOIRS OF DAVID LLOYD GEORGE Little, Brown 


Sixth volume - he says the last, but I have my doubts, of the tremendous 
undertaking. This covers the last year of the war, from the time the American troops 
actually began to arrive to the Armistice. Not as much about the Americans as might 
be expected - though due tribute is paid, ungrudgingly. Haig comes in for more criti- 
cism than ever, and there are others - in France and at home - who come off not too 
lightly. Does he grow more virulent with successive volumes? An important book, 
for libraries and reference shelves. Rather an undertaking for light reading. Cer- 
tain sale to those who have first five. $3.00 


February il 


Bramble, David Merrill, ed. A BEGINNER'S BOOK OF YOGA .Parrar & Rinehart 
From the writing of L. Adams Beck 


L. Adams Beck was also E. Barrington - and neither was her own name. But 

under the Beck name she wrote her mysticism, her story of Oriental Philosophy, etc. 

From her writings this material has been gleaned. A somewhat disjointed collection, 

which attempts to convey a clear idea of the aim of the yogin, the precepts and 

methods by which he can free himself and attain higher spirituality. Legends, anec— 
* dotes of personal experiences, visions, trances. Outlines the steps of this science 
@ of religion and faith - and for the growing numbers interested in the subject should 
have its place. $1.50 
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February 11 
Savage, Raymond BARBADOS: Zhe Enchanting Isle Lippincott 


His enthusiasm for Barbados is contagious, and he manages to convey his 
sense of its charm, which almost convinces one traveller who did not find it charm- 
ing. The answers are all there, to the questions anyone interested in Barbados 
would ask, but the information is spread thin and diluted with good Chamber of Com- 


merce stuff. Illustrated. $1.25 
February 11 

Johnson, Burges PROFESSOR AT BAY Putnam 

Distillation of his opinions on college and the campus today:-— teaching, 


manners, prevalence of untrue axioms, what is wrong and why, hobbys, animals, and 

s0 On. Collection of essays, loosely connected, informal, salty humor and philosophy. 
Burges Johnson has friends everywhere, so page your Vassar and Syracuse alumnae, and 
anyone who wants delightful material for light reading. $2.00 


February 15 


Wilhelm, Donald WRITING FOR PROFIT Whittlesey House 


Completely revised edition of a good standbye for those who want to earn 
their fortunes by their pen. Brings material up to date on radio and scenario work. 
Good,sound, practical information on newspaper, magazine advertising, publicity writ- 
ing. Dramatic end seems a bit thin, though radio and movies are good. An important 
tool for writing courses. $3.00 


Pebpuary 16 An wr (ae 
GN L— 


Lewis, Edward R. A HISTORY OF AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Macmillan 
from the Civil War to the World War 


a 


Amendments, important Supreme Court decisions, political issues and so on, 
are discussed and analysed from point of view of changing thought, and of indications 
of reflection in attitude of social changes. Actually debate, argument, etc. pre- 
sented to support thesis. A careful and scholarly ‘piece of work, which thoughtful 
study and consideration should make a definite contribution to constructive inter- 
pretation of the present trends. Not for light reading. $5.00 


marl. 
Febraary—t+e— 


Baarslag, Karl COAST GUARD TO THE RESCUE Farrar & Rinehart 


The author of S 0 S$ does the same sort of thing with the much older field 
of coast guard work. History, training, modern developments such as seal patrol, 
ice patrol, ambulance planes, rum running, adventures and duty on the high seas and 
on inland waters. Grand adventure, human interest material and straight exposition. 
Well done. Plus market for older boys. $2.50 
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February 18 







Eurich, A.C. & Wilson, E.C. IN 1936 Holt 


A high stool, a lot of pads and pencils, no imagination, no humor, no sense 
of drama or human interest or emotional quality - such was the equipment of the pro- 
ducers of this matter of fact, dry as dust, survey of what happened in 1936. They 
have carefully subdivided their subjects, headed them for the reader, presented their 
"minutes" - and without comment, passed on. Informative, yes, the facts are there 
for reference. Too brief to have life, as they handle it. Just a tickler file, 
looking backwards. Just to test your personal reaction, glance through the section 
on books. And so what - $2.50 

















Austin, F. Britten FORTY CENTURIES LOOK DOWN Stokes 


Disappointing after the first book - The Road to Glory. The story of 
Napoleon's tragic Egyptian campaign. The author, in order to justify Napoleon's 
Claim that this adventure was a sujet de roman he overplays his love for Josephine 
and a slight amourette he carried on while in Sgypt.: Aside from that, it is a 
rather tedious account of a campaign which might have been dramatic. It has a stamp 
of authenticity and the wealth of minor detail may be of importance to the fan. But 





































somehow it lacks vitality in telling. $2.50 

Morton, Rosalie S. M.D. A WOMAN SURGEON Stokes 

* Tremendously interesting and varied careerot 4 woman surgeon who broke 
ry with Lynchburg's cherished traditions ana stuck to her determination to be a doctor, 


not a society butterfly. She faced enormous odds, for women in medicine were an 
anomaly then, but she won out. A varied and thrilling life - training here and a- 
broad, Germany, France, India. Hospital experiences, clinical and laboratory work, 
war work, reconstruction work, and throughout, imagination, human emotions, and over- 
powering interest in humanity. I hope the market for medical biographies hasn't been 
swamped, for this strikes a new note, and I found it one of the most interesting of 
the lot, particularly for people concerned with women in medicine. $3.00 


February 25 
Curle, Richard CARAVANSERY AND CONVERSATION Stokes 


A self-conscious series of essays, the subject of each leading on to the 
next in a thinly veiled continuity. Impressions of places, people, facts - but he 
seems to have few interesting ideas on any subjects, so who cares? $2.50 


Bond, F. Fraser GIVE YOURSELF BACKGROUND Whittlesey House 


Another self-help book - cultural this time. Emphasis on reading con- 
structively to definite ends, planning what you want to know and going after it. 
Then stresses personal contacts - be a good listener. Emphasizes importance of own 


knowledge, of careful speech, diction, choice of words. : $2.00 
Scott, Louise Hollister HOW TO BE A SUCCESSFUL SECRETARY +114 Harper 
@ A complete handbook by a woman connected for years with Katherine Gibbs, 


Discussion of required aptitudes, professional and personal, and means of advance. 
Practical as well as theoretical - horse sense from word go. The type of thing un- 
trained people need and business schools should require. Includes aid to correct 
grammatical usage, writing, etc. $2.50 
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February ?? 


O'Malley, Ernie ARMY WITHOUT BANNERS <-29-37 Houghton, Mifflin 


. One of the best, if not the best, Irish-point-of-—view of the Rebellion yet 
written. Should appeal to all men, most historians, and lovers of fine writing and 
great struggles...He has managed to get into his own story as an Irish patriot who 
enlisted as a private with the Volunteers during the Rebellion in Ireland and ended 
as General in command of thirty-five divisional areas, the legendary background of 
the struggle, the military aspects of the struggle, and grand adventure. Raids, am- 
bushes, imprisonment, escape, methods of organization and control. His references 

to the folk lore, the people, their view point, customs and mode of living, and their 
philosophy - would justify the book alone. The best Irish autobiography since Twenty 


Years a-Growing. $3.50 
3-/-37 
Masters, Edgar Lee (wath WHITMAN ( not—tineattrttre’) Scribner 
Na Gil 


An important Whitman item, but not a definitive biography. Masters has made 
no attempt to write a conventional year by year biography of the man. Rather he has 
treated various facets of his character, various periods of his intellectual and ar- 
tistic growth. He has given reason to the work of one period or another - he has 
given us the man behind the work. Not wholly satisfactory, but challenging and in- : 
teresting and novel in method of handling. Probable price - $3.50 be 


RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR INCLUSION IN EARLIER ISSUES 


Published 
Wycherley, William THE COUNTRY WIFE Random House 
In book form, one of the season's Broadway successes. $1.00 


January 4 
Cannon, Alexander THE POWER OF KARMA Jn Relation to Destiny Dutton 


For the people who would take their mysticism in tabloid form, this should 
Satisfy. Dr. Cannon deals successively with reincarnation, spiritualism, yoga, cosmic 
rays, etc. relying on theosophy rather than scientific data for his exposition and 
conclusions. Not a reliable source of information to a trained investigator, but 
Will pass muster to the layman. Deeply steeped in some of present day unfounded 

conceptious of Bastern mysticism. His books sell, however. : $1.50 


Einstein, Alfred A SHORT HISTORY OF MUSIC /~// Knopf 


Very general and very brief survey of musical history from primitive to 
conservative moderns. Written for initiates in terminology, assumes certain amount 
of background. Excellent in its simplicity. $2.50 


January 8 
Starkie, Walter DON GYPSY Dutton 
Another enchanting travel book in company with the fiddler-professor, who 
takes us this time with him on his adventures with a fiddle in Barbary and Southern 


Spain. Warmly human - full of gypsy lore and life ~ atmosphere - color — nothing of 
revolutionary Spain. AS always - grand reading, and chock full of music. $3.50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN PRICE AND PUBLICATION DATES 


Austin, J. 
Shippey, L. 
Wren, P. C. 


Morton, A. 
Wells, C. 


Adams, R. 
Dunlap, O. &. 


Van Dusen, W. 


Hichens, R. 


MEXICO IN YOUR POCKET (Doubleday, Doran) from 1/4 to 2/5 

THE GIRL WHO WANTED HXPERIENCE (Houghton, Mifflin) definite 
date 1/5 

THE SPUR OF PRIDE (Houghton, Mifflin) definite date 1/5 


THE MAN IN THE BLUE MASK (Lippincott) from 1/7 to 1/28 
THE MYSTERY OF THE TARN (Lippincott) from 1/38 to 1/14 


INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE IN HAWAII (Macmillan) from 2/2 to 2/8 
MARCONI (Macmillan) from 1/19 to 3/2 


THE LOG OF THE CHINA CLIPPER (Morrow) from 2/8 to 3/24 


THE GARDEN OF ALLAH (Stokes) from $2.50 to $2.00 


Van der Meersch, M. -— INVASION (Viking) from 1/18 to 1/25 
Yeats—Brown, F.-LANCER AT LARGE (Viking) from 1/25 to 1/18 
Zuckmayer, C. -— THE MOONS RIDE OVER (Viking) from 2/15 to 2/1 


THE NEW 


January 15 
January 20 


January 22 


January 


January 


January 


January 


Late January 


YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JANUARY 18th TO JANUARY 29th 


~ Yeats-Brown, F. -— LANCER AT LARGE (Viking) 


Dobson, R.L. - STRAW IN THE WIND (Dodd, Mead) 


Cambridge, £. - THE TWO DOCTORS (Futnam) 


Engstrand, S.D. -— THE INVADERS (Knopf) 
Laing, A. (editor) - THE HAUNTED OMNIBUS (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Van der Meersch, M. - INVASION (Viking) 


Wilson, N.C. - SILVER STAMPEDE (Macmillan) 


Bolitho, H. — MARIE TEMPEST (Lippincott) 
Morton, Ae —- THE MAN IN THE BLUE MASK (Lippincott) 


Guedalla, P. - THE HUNDRED YEARS (Doubleday, Doran) 
Literary Guild for February 


Hueston, E. — A ROOF OVER THEIR HEADS (Bobbs-Merrill) 





